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Art Unit: 2889 

1. Claims 3 and 4 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as 
being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit 
the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required 
to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the 
claim (s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim (s) in 
independent form. 

Parent claim 1 recites a discharge tube in a singular form. 
However the dependent claim 3 recite the (single) discharge tube 
being formed by combining a plurality of U-shaped tubes. The 
single discharge tube of claim 1 is different from the plural 
tubes of claim 3. The single discharge tube of claim 1 can not 
be narrowed down to being multiple tubes. 

Claim 4 is objected to due to its dependency upon claim 3. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: At page 9, line 8: there is an unknown character 

symbol after the number 100. At page 10, line 14: the term "a 
first electrode 1022 appears to be incorrect. At page 10, line 
18, the term '*^the electrode 1046" appears to be incorrect. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Holzer (USPN 5243256) . 

As to claims 1, 2, Holzer discloses applicant's claimed 
compact-type discharge lamp (at least Figures 5 and 9) used 
being inserted into a socket for a light bulb, including: 

a spiral shaped discharge tube (18, 8) formed of a 
transparent material with a space in a center thereof, having an 
electrode (10, Figure 9) for supplying with electricity; 

a ballast housing (lower vertical portion 23 of T shaped 
elements 7 and 23 in Figure 5; lower vertical portion 7 of T 
shaped element 7 in Figure 9) formed to be inserted into the 
space of the discharge tube for containing a ballast to supply 
electricity to the discharge tube and initiate and continue a 
discharge of electricity, including a coupling member (upper 
horizontal portion 7 of the T shaped element in Figure 5; upper 
horizontal portion of the T shaped element located between 
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reference numeral 10 in Figure 9) mechanically joined to and 
electrically coupled to the electrode of the discharge tube; and 
a base member (20) coupled to an end of the ballast housing 
to supply electricity to the ballast contained in the ballast 
housing. 

As to claims 5 and 6, as shown in Figures 5 and 9, Holzer 
discloses the electrodes provided at a lowest part of the 
discharge tube (which is upper most part of the discharge tube) . 

As to claim 7, as shown in Figures 5 and 9, Holzer 
discloses the coupling member provided at a position of upper 
circumference of the ballast housing to correspond to the 
electrode of the discharge tube. 

As to claim 8, as shown in Figures 10 and 11, Holzer 
discloses a terminal 12 or 13 coupled to the ballast in the 
coupling member. 

As to claim 10, as shown in Figures 5 and 9, Holzer 
discloses the discharge tube detached (i.e. detachable) from the 
ballast housing by separating the electrode of the discharge 
tube from the coupling member of the ballast housing. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth m section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holzer (USPN 5243256) , as applied to claim 1 

As to claim 9, Holzer ^256 does not disclose the terminal as 
a pair of elastic electrodes, as claimed by applicant. However, 
it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the electrodes of any suitable material or configuration 
so long as it provides an effective electrical and mechanical 
connection between the electrodes and the ballast. In light of 
this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to provide Holzer ^256' s compact lamp including a suitable 
conventional electrodes for providing effective electrical and 
mechanical connection between the electrodes and the ballast. 



7. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holzer (USPN 5243256) , as applied to claim 1 

in view of Holzer (USPN 6307316) . 

As to claims 3 and 4, Holzer '256 does not disclose a 
plurality of U-shaped tubes, as claimed by applicant. However, 
providing discharge tube in the form of plural U-shaped or 
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spiral tube is very well known in the compact fluorescent lamp 
art for providing fluorescent light. Holzer, 316 is however 
cited for showing a compact fluorescent lamp including plural U- 
shaped discharge tubes for providing a fluorescent light. 

In light of this, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide Holzer 256' s lamp including 
plural U-shaped discharge tubes as suggested by Hoilzer '316 as 
an alternative of the spiral shaped discharge tube for providing 
a fluorescent light. 

Alternatively, it should be noted that applicant's claimed 
plural U-shaped discharge tubes do not solve any problems or 
yield any unexpected results that are not within the scope of 
Holzer 256' s spiral shaped discharge tube. Accordingly, 
applicant's claimed plural U-shaped discharge tubes is considered 
as an obvious matter of design choice. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ashok 
Patel whose telephone number is 571-272-2456. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Minh-Toan Ton can be 
reached on 571-272-2303. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
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(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



/Ashok Patel/ 

Ashok Patel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 



